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POLITICAL. 


Tue Aligarh Institute Gazette of the 26th April pub- 
lishes an article about the state of 
affairs in Egypt, the substance of 
which is as follows: The conduct of the Khedive of Egypt 
towards his foreign ministers is a fresh proof of the fact that 
Musalmans, who have long ceased to be capable of improving 
their condition, are unworthy of receiving any assistance from 
others. Egypt is hopelessly involved in debt. When the’ 
English and French: Governments saw her on the verge of 
insolvency and rain, they generously lent the Khedive the 
services of two able financial officers to improve her financial 
condition, The continuance of his rule in Egypt dependéd 
Upon the success of the administration which was inaugu- 
tated by his foreign ministers ; but Egypt was not destined 
to escape the rain with which the whole Muhammadan 
world is threatened, and the Egyptains foolishly and un- 
worthily set’ aside the new administration, If the Khedive 


The Khedive of Egypt, 
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does not apologise for his past misconduct, and does not 
succeed in itidicing the English. and French Government 
‘1 re-establishing the late administration in Egypt, his fate 
is sealed. The intelligence that we have received up to thi 
time about the state of affairs in Egypt clearly shows that hi, 
present prestige and dignity cannot be maintained. 1¢ ap. 
pears from recent telegraphic news that the Sultan has ordered 
him to be deposed from the -throne, and that he has gent 
ambassadors to Constantinople. Perhaps they have been sent 
to Constantinople to prevent the Sultan from adopting any 
measure against him by giving bribes to the Turkish minis. 
ters and the favorite wives of the Sultan. But all their 
efforts will ba of no avail. As the state of affairs in Turkey 
itself is very unsa:isfactory, the Sultan cannot have the 
courage to act in opposition to the wishes ot England and 
France. First, the prevalence of mal-administration in 
Turkey is a source of great anxiety tothe Sultan. Secondly, 
he is afraid of Russian intrigues. Thirdly, Ahmad Mukh- 


tar Pasha asks for forty thousand troops to protect the 
Greecian frontier. 


Under these circumstances the Sultan 
cannot be so foolish as to incur the displeasure of England 
and France. Thus the Egyptian difficulty will be settled in 
accordance with the wishes of the two powers. It wasa 
great mistake on the part of the Khedive to adopt sucha 
bad policy, specially at such a crisis. If there was any 
great defect in the financial policy of Mr. Wilson and his 
colleagues, which the Khedive considered necessary to remedy, 
he should have brought it to the notice of the English and 
French Governments, or applied to the Sultan for aid 
in the matter. If the foreign ministers were really ill- 
treated at the instigation of the.Khedive, his conduct 
is calculated to lower not only his own prestige but that of the 
whole Muhammadan world. It also shows that Musalmans 
connnt distinguish between. their friends and their enemies. 
‘tis. matter of deep regret that the present condition of th 


Musalmans is so bad that where they are subject to.a foreign 
rale, they do not know how to make themselves loyal and 
t.ithfal subjects, and where they themselves are the rulers. 

they are incapable of ruling preperly over their subjects, and 
of winning the good-will of the people. Their present pitia- 
ble condition is the result of their own acts. : 


The Mashir-i- Quisar of the 27th April publishes an arti- 
“the Khedive of Egypt cle which is headed by a verse which 
and his foreign ministers." means “If we are dismissed, where 


shall we get such high offices? We will devour Egypt which. 


is a piece of sugarcandy.” The article is as follows:— 
Bravo fellows! you* injure the very man who benefits you. 
The Khedive engaged the services of some foreigners, and 
appointed them to high offices in the Financial Department. 
In fact, he entrusted them with the full management of the 
State. When they were firmly established in their offices, 
they began to think themselves the owner of the State. But 
the result was not good. Although they were mere servants 
of the Khedive, they assumed absolute power, and his power 
was reduced to naught in his own kingdom. He, however, 
put up with their encroachments upon his power. But when 
his subjects began to rebel, he dispensed with the services of 
his noble foreign ministers. He could not, however, get 
rid of them so easily. The writer publishes the rest of 
the article in the form of a dialogue between the Khedive 
and his late foreign ministers, which is as follows :— 

The foreign ministera.—You have dismissed us, but we 
will not be dismissed. On the contrary we will dismiss you. 
| The Sultan has deposed you from the throne. | 


The Khedive.—Good ! ! Is this in the power of the Sultan ? 
Can the Sultan depose the Khedive from the throne ¢ Even 


* Literally, you make a hdte in that very vessel or dish in which you 
Cat (said of ungrateful persons who injure their benefactors). 


ig t In the original the word is zatisharif which is almost always used 
Onically, and means a knave or scoundrel. 
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The foreign ministers.—1f we have no power over the 
Sultan, we can at least incite our own Governments aguinst 
you. When our Governments are favorably disposed to: 
wards us, it will not be difficult to win the Sultan to our 

- gide; and when he espouses our cause, our object will 
be easily attained, though of course there will be some delay, 
We are really unable to conceive why you have dismissed 
us. We will surely avenge the insult. 


The Khedive.— Well, you may do as you please. However, 
you should for the present at once return to your houses. 


The foreign ministers. — Don’t say this, otherwise you will 
soon suffer for it. 


The writer then proceeds to say: God’s vengeance 
light upon this kind of loyalty. Whereverthey go, they stick 
like leeches, and cannot be driven oat. All men sould be 
careful in admitting strangers to their houses in future. 


, ee The Naiar-i- Azam of. the 28th April publishes an article, 


"96 copies, ee o | ne 
The Kabul war. _ communicated by one Ganda Bing 


ef Rhopur (Panjab), on Afghan poli- 
tics. The writer says that Afghan politics are at preset 
very complicated. The rumour of the death of the Amit 
Sher Ali Khan has rendered them still more intricate and 
incomprehensible. It was expected that the death of Sher 
Ali would be a signal for the outbreak of the bloody wars of 
succession at Kabul, but wa have been disappointed. No 
cwil wars have broken out at Kabul, and Yakub Khan's 
concentrating the whole strength of Afghanistan to oppo 
the further advance of our troops. It was a great mistake on 
the part of the Government te give money to the. frontier 
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~ utbes in the hope that they would assist it in the time of war. 
- Jtappears from the frontier news that they are committing 
robbery and plunder and harassing the British troops in 4 
variety of ways. They are a barbarous and lawless people, 
and can be kept in check only by force. The Government 
should not carry its policy of leniency to an extreme, and 
should punish them very severely for their offences. Yukub 


Khan, instead of conciliating the Government as was 


expected, is trying to incite the whole Afghan people against 
the Government, and is making preparations for war to the 
best of his power. He has even deputed Mullas to different 
parts of Afghanistan to proclaim a jehud against the Govern- 
ment. There is no doubt that he will be able to offer a 
stronger resistance than his father. The writer is_ not 
disposed to believe the rumour of the death of Sher Ali 
on several grounds, Had- the Amir died, internecine 
quarrels among the different claimants to the thrune would 
have broken out. Yakub Khan has been clinging to one and 
the same policy from the first. This shows that he acts in 
accordance with the orders of some one else and not according 
to his own discretion. If the Amir were dead, Russian 
policy would be changed, but no changes are visible as yet. 
The writer then proceeds to say that the English statesmen 
who contend that the war should be brought to an early close 
are greatly mistaken. ‘To make overtures for peace to Yakub 
Khan would be indicative of the weakness of the Government. 
Moreover, it has long been the desire of the Government to 
fortify the north-west frontier, and therefore it is not advi- 
sable to lose this opportunity todo so. It is a matter of sa- 
tisfaction that the Goverament of India has not yielded to 
the clamour of English statesmen and is busy making prepe- 
Tations to prosecute the war. 


The Aligarh Institute Gazette of the 26th April argues 
The late Mandalay mas. that it is the duty of every great and 
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civilised power to prevent its weak 
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and barbarous neighbours from committing any acts of cruel 


and inhumanity. The Government of India should take the 
king of Burma to task for the late Mandalay massacres, and 
exact a security from him for future good conduct. If he does 


not listen to friendly advice, a war should be declared against 
him. 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATIOXR,. 


The Nastm-i- Agra of the 30th April, in continuation of its” 
The abolition of the cot- Previous article on the subject of the 
ton import duties. cotton import duties (see page 323 of 
the Selections for 1879), states that if the cotton import duties 
were abolished on bond ide free trade principles, the Govern- 
ment would be deserving of great praise for sarrificing a 
largé source of revenue for the benefit of the people. But the 
officers who are entrusted with the administration of the 
country have really removed the duties to benefit their own 


countrymen under thé pretext of free trade principles. It is 


no doubt the duty of every man to do good to his countrymen 
as far as he can. However, he should not do this in a way 
which is prejudicial both to the interests of the Empire and 
the people. As coarse cloth is also made at the Indian mills, 
the duty levied on the Manchester coarse goods imported to 
India acted as a ‘protective duty, and therefore its abolition 
by the Government is quite unobjectionable. But the repeal 
of the import duty levied on the finer goods cannot be 
defended on free trade principles, inasmuch as there are no 
cotton mills in India for the manufacture of fine goods. The 
sacrifice of a large revenue for the benefit of the Manchester 
mill-owners in the present unsatisfactory state of the Indian 
finances must be a source of great anxiety to the people. _ 
The Panjabi Akhbdr of the 26th April says that a large 
The dooly bearers ang Dumber of men are coming back from 


other camp followers who Cee ee ee ‘d_ and other laces 
have been discharged from Kandahar, Jalalabad, and P ‘tish 
the serviee owing to’ ill- i Afghanistan where the Bnitt 


troops are encamped. These mer 


* 


are generally d 
have been discharged from the service and sent’ back to their 


houses owing to their illness and consequent inability to do 


their work. They have only been given travelling expenses 


and warm clothing, but they are deserving ‘of greater indul- 
-gences than this. There is no doubt that small gratuities and 

pensions will be granted to the widows and orphans of those 
eamp follwers who perished from the severity of the weather. 
But some relief should be also rendered to those who have 
been dismissed from service. owing to illness. 


A sieiapivcitenl of the Panjabi Akhbdr of the 5th April, 
received on the 2nd May, says that 

The loyalty of the na it appears from some English papers 
— an English educa- that the Government considers the 
English educated natives to be more 

loyal and greater. well-wishers than the other classes of 
Natives who have received only an oriental education. It is 
owing to this belief that English papers have been exempted 
from the operation of the Press Act. But this belief is 
entirely unfounded. ‘The natives who have received only a 
vernacular education, or rather all classes of the natives, are 
fully alive to the benefits which British rule has bestowed 
upon them, viz., the security of life and property,.the impar- 
tial administration of justice, the spread of education, moral 
and social progress, &e., and pray for its permanent establish- 
ment in the country. They have done nothing which may. be 
deemed indicative of their dissatisfaction or disloyalty. It 
Ig probably the English papers that have raised doubts in 


the mind of the Government about the loyalty of these . 


Natives. 


The Aligarh Inatitute Gazette of the 26th April says 


am Soma Prakésh ana that when the Press Act was passed 
Fess Act,. | géme persons raised a wild clamour 


ooly-bearers and other camp followets. They 
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against it. They. argned that: it: was ealenlated to extirpate 

the native press. But it has not: affected: the true liberty of 
the press. It has only checked the publication of indecen; 
and seditious articles.:. The Soma Prakdsh lately published 4 
scurrilons article obviously with the object of acquiring fame 
by making itself liable to the provisions of the Press Act, and 
it has succeeded in its object. The Government demanded q 
security of Rs. 1,000 from the publisher for future good con- 
duct. He did not ~ the i tien mieatity, but stopped 


the paper. 


A correspondent of the Samdchdr Sér of the 28th April 


. feelingly laments the untimely death 

a eon rom and of the Soma Prakash, and argues that 
it was the best vernacular paper of 

Penzal, and appeals to the magnanimity and mercy of Lord 
Lytton to resuscitate it by withdrawing his order as to the 


- execution of a bond by its publisher. 


The same paper regrets to state that although the Soma 
We Naidu Prakdsh has been_ stopped, the editor 
e same subject. 


of that paper. has been compelled to 


furnish a security for Rs, 1,000 for future good conduct, me 
is obviously unjust, 


The Pramod Sindhu, Amraoti, of the 28th April, says 
The Bombay Police that the oppression of the people by 
the police in the Bombay Presidency 

is daily on the i increase. An Anglo-Indian contemporary of 
Bombay urges the need of an inquiry being made into 
the conduct of the police. The Surat riot case and the rail- 
way fraud case raised suspicions in the minds of our Bombay 
contemporaries about their conduct. Those suspicions have 
been confirmed by a recent case in which’ Mr. Coglan, the 
assistant judge of Tanna : at the time of delivering his 
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iadgnont, coininented upon the value of police evidence. 
The people so much: fear: the yolice that no man_has the 
courage to bring a subordinate police officer, who oppresses 
them, to justice. In. order:to prevent the. subordinate police 
officers from: oppressing the people, the hi gher officers should 
exorcise a strict. check over them: .No man who has not. re- 
wived a tolerably good education should be appointed a chief 
constable or an: inspector: of police, If this proposal were 
adopted the tone of the department. would be highly improv- 
ed. It is surprising that this matter Las so long escaped the 
notice of Sir Richard Temple. The Sindhu then proceeds to 
argue that another cause of the mal-ad ministration of the police 
in Bombay is that there i is no Inspector-General of Police. The 
revenue commissioners are entrusted with police work also. As 
‘revenue work itself. i 18 too heavy, they have little time to devote 
topolice matters. The Sindhu then expresses great satisfaction 
at the yood police administration of Berar, and praises the 
Inspoctor-General of. Police of Berar for exercising a strict 
check over his subordinates. 


The Berar Samaehar of the 27th April states that the 
The Ramoshis in the Ramoshis in the Deccan being hard 


eccan, 


pressed by hunger have taken to 
robbery and plunder, and urges that the Government should 


o relief to them to put a stop to. the prevalence of rob- 
ery, 


The Arya Mitra of the 2nd May says that » commis- 
The commission ee sion has been appointed to enquire into 


he eas , Chduire into, the case of Pandit Har Sahai. It is 
Sala eee to consist of Mr. Brodhurst, the judge 

_ of Benares, as president, and Maulvi 
Zain-ul-Abdin, the subordinate judge of Shabjabdénpur, and 
Munshi } Madho Lal, the mansif of Mirzapur, All these offi- 


Ord are famous for their impartiality, Mr. Brodhurst does 
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not hate natives like other civilian and Maulvi Zain-ul-A}. 


din and Munshi Madho Lal always freely express their opinion, 
without fear. All men are perfectly satisfied with their ap. 
pointment. The Government of India recommended the 
appointment of only one native member, but Sir George Con- 


per, Bart., has appointed two native ‘members to exhibit his 
impartiality. . 


The same paper states that different kinds of weights are 
ite In use In different parts of India. In 
The need of the in- 

troduction of uniform fact it would be no exaggeration to say 
ere ee that each village has its own weighis, 
The difference of wei ights 3 is a source of great inconvenience to 
traders and merchants. Moreover, the use of several kinds 
of weights at any place enables the shopkeepers to deceive 
strangers easily. At the grain-markets in Benares differ- 
ent weights are in use. Two kinds of weights are used by 
the fuel-sellers and braziers of Benares. The Mitra is glad 


to state that the magistrate of Benares has asked the honor- 


ary magistrates to suggest a simple remedy for the evil. 
The Mitra then asks the Government to introduce a uniform 


weight throughout India, as has lately been done in England. 


The Qatsar-ul-Akhbdér of the 27th April says that the agi- 
The Pioneer and the Na- tation of the press about the Farukha- 


tives. bad case has attracted the attention of 


the Government of India. The Lieutenant-Governor of these 


provinces dismissed Pandit Har Sahai. But the Supreme 


Government takes a favorable view of the case, and has order- 


ed the appointment of a commission to enquire into it. It is 


to be regretted that the opinion of the Pioneer about natives 18 
never free from prejudice, In commenting upon the case in 
question, our contemporary remarked only the other day that 
whenever there is a quarrel between a native and a European, 
native newspapers always sympathise with the former. This 


charge does not really apply to the native newspapers, but 
recoils with an increased force upon our contemporary. Some 


time ago a shoe was placed on the head of a mukbtar by an 
assistant magistrate at Allahabad. That case was noticed by 
all the English and. Anglo-Indian papers except our local con- 
temporary. Is not this sufficient proof of partiality on, the 
part of our contemporary towards Europeans? A free expres- 
sion of opinion on our part is considered a partiality, Perhaps 
our contemporary would be glad had we remarked, iu no- 
ticng Pandit Har Sahai’s case; that Mr. Saunders was right 
in abusing and beating him, and that the-local Government 
was right in dismissing him, — Our contemporary did not no- 
tice the misconduct of the district superintendent of police. to- 
wards Munshi Manni Lal, the tahsildar of Allahabad. The tah- 
sildar of Handia and Karchana are under suspension for the last 
six months on a mere suspicion of using unfair means to pass 


the examination. Our local contempor ary has taken no notice 


of this case. Ifa native officer commits the smallest offence, 
it is always foremost i in bringing it to the notice of the public. 


The Oudh Akhbar of the 2nd May says that the levy ofa 
The duty of: ‘ spirituous tax on spirituous liquors in India has 


liqnors, es ‘not been introduced by the English 


Government, but that the natives have long been accustomed 
toit, Itis such a tax that the more it is increased, the bet- 
ter. It does not fall upon all classes of the community, but 
its incidence is confined to'a small part of the population. 
The Musalmans and the higher classes of Hindus, such as the 
Brahmans, Chatris, aud Vaishas, totally abstain from the use of 
spirituous liquorg. However, unfortunately the use of spiri- 


tucus liquors is spreading among the educated natives who 


consider it to be an essential mark of civilisation. If Mr. 
Hyndman, who really takes a deep interest in the welfare of 
the natives, considers the duty levied on spirituous liquors to 
be ono of those taxes which, have impoverished the country, 
We are not at one with him on the point. In view of the evil 
results of the use of spirituous liquors, the more the duty:o on 


them js increased, the better. 
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The Oudh Akhbdv of. the Srd-May publishes a Sitnecele 


Toe amphaennt ot te translation of circular:No..33 A. dated 
paid apprentices at dis- 7th April, 31879, of the Government 


trict courts iu the North- : 
Western Provinces and of the North-Western Provinces and 


Oudh. Oudh, regarding the employment of 


unpaid apprentices at district courts, and highly approves 
of its provisions. be 


RAILWAY. 


The Rahbar-i-Hind of the 28th April, in regard to the 
The native guard of the 


the Rajputana State Rail- rumour that the Raj putana State Rail- 


wey. > way authoi ties wish to dismiss all the 
native guards on the grouud that they are the cause of the 


prevalence of theft on that line, remarks that the native 
guards may be the cause of the prevalence of theft, but this 


does not prove that all natives ‘are thieves. It appears from 
newspapers that the conduct of Eurasians employed on the 
different railways in India is also not free from blame. If any 
native guards of the Rajputana State Railway are not honest 
persons, they should be dismissed, and a better class of na- 
tives should be appointed in their places. Their conduct is 
not good because they were formerly probably kulis and 
chaprasis, Their misconduct does not warrant the entire 
exclusion of natives from the office of guards ‘for the future. 
Under these circumstances we hope that the railway authori- 
ties will change their opinion regarding the wholesale dismie- 
aal of native guards, and that if they attempt such an unwise 
measure, the Government of India will interfere. The er- 
pense of living has increased for every cluss of natives, and 
therefore the Goy ernment should take the question of increat- 


ing the pay of all classes of its-native servants into ite favor- 
able consideration, 


The same paper says that the railway carriages in the 
ttlns rene ne of railway ‘United States are provided with 4 kind 


oe ened. “<1 gg machinery by which a train can b¢ 


‘samediately satopped while'going-at full epee: The: railway 
siriages in India:should ‘also*be provided with the same ma- 


shinery to prevent accidents. 


The Samdehdr Sdr, Allahabad, of the 28th Aosii,. venti- 
The grievances of ahew | lates the griev ances of the railway 
passengers. native passengers. It is to be re- 
oretted that the late Railway Conference has not removed any 


of the complaints of the native passengers. The third class 
carriages are over-crowded. According to rules there are ten. 


seats in each compartmnet, but on occasions of emergency 
even fifteen or sixteen men are seated in each compartment, 
whereas a Huropean or Eurasian passenger who travels third 
class occupies a whole compartment, and does not allow any 
native to sit in that compartment. Native passengers who 
travel in the intermediate class are also exposed to inconveni- 
ence from over-crowding. The intermediate and third class 


catriages are not provided with latrines, and therefore the pas- 


sengers, especially respectable native women, are exposed to 
great i inconvenience. In mail trains no carriage is reserved 
for the special use of the female-passengers. When there is 
no sufficient room in third class carriages for all ‘the third 
class passengers, some third class passengers are accom- 
modated in the intermediate class carriages, but when there 
is no sufficient room for thal intermediate class passenger s, 
they are compelled to sit in the third class. carriages, and are 
hot provided with’ seats i in the second class. 


LQQGAL 4ND MISOHLLANHOUS. 


The Sam dehdr Sdr, Allahabad, of the 28th April, in its 
The ganda nella at-Al.* local news column, says that there is 
lahabad, a great sewer Or drain called the ganda 
nallain Allahabad. It passes, through the city from west 
to east and is fifteen o or sixteen feet deep. Dirty water runs 
through it Hivipiont. the year. Those men who live on both 
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sides of it experience great. difficulty and inconvenience in 


walking along its banks. The Sdr Urges that it should be 
covered over, } 


The Muragqai Tahzib, tiscknam, of the Ist May, in its 
The sind.ot 6 aie local news column, , Says that there ure 
sary at a central position two hospitals in Lucknow, One at 
in the city of Lucknow. -Victoriaganj and the other, cal led the 
Balrampur hospital, near the Kaisar Bagh. As both these 
hospitals are situated at a great distance from the Chauk, 
which is the most populated and central part of the city, they 
are not so useful as they otherwise would be. The Govern- 


ment should establish a dispensary at the Chauk where it is 
much needed. 


The Ner-Afshan (a Missionary publication of Ludbi- 
ana) of the 1st May refers to the arti- 


cle of the Aligarh Institute Gazette 
on the degradation of Musalmans (vide page 337 of the 


- Musalmans, 


-Selestions), and remarks that there is no doubt that Musal- 


man kings much oppress their subjects. The reader must be 
well acquainted with the oppression and tyranny of the Porte, 
and the lawless conduct of the Musalmans of Greece. That 
the Musalmans neither make good rulers nor good citizens, 
may be justly attributed to the “edueation they receive. The 
Quran does not teach them humility, but pride, self-conceil, 
and love of lust. The writer then quotes the ten command- 
ments, and remarks that the reader will look in vain for 
such an excellent code of morality i in the Quran. The Quran 

enjoins the Musalmans to carry on religious wars against 
infidels, to rob and kill them, to seize their wives, &c, Thus 
the Musalmans being the enemy of God, cannot prosper. If 
they will act upon the doctrines of the Bible, they will soon 
become good administrators and rulers. The present condi- 


tion of Christian nations affords a good proof of this fact. 


he Nusrat-ul-Akhbdr of the 21st April, received on the Circulation, 

__. 80th April, publishes the letter which 15°.¢oPies. 
sere appeared in the Pioneer of the 10th 
April, under the signature W. 8. I., on the shoe-question, and | 


~ 


condemns the custom of Christians entering the Church with 
their shoes on as opposed to the command of God. The writer 
quotes Exodus, Chapter ITI, 5, and Jashua, Chapter V, 15, in 
support of his statement. 
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